
Writing Workshop: Questions to Think About


Where will we meet for mini lessons in the room?
What materials do I need to keep in my meeting area for teaching mini lessons?
How will I let the students know what they need at the meeting area?  On the board? Verbally? 



How will I gather them efficiently and smoothly? By table? What will I do if they dawdle?  Will they need to step over each other as they arrive in the meeting area or can that be avoided?



Will my students have assigned spots in the meeting area?  Will they sit in rows, in a group, or in a circle?

When they turn and talk, will they have assigned partners already?  What will they do if their partner is absent?
After turning and talking, what will be my signal for them to turn their attention back to me?


How will I send children from the meeting area to their places to write without a traffic jam?



If some children are confused by the minilesson or do not know how to get started on writing, how will I know this and provide them with the support they need early on in the writing workshop?  Will I have a predictable way of discerning which children are ready to work and which need more support or direction?  After dispersing the others, will I regularly keep a cluster of children with me in the meeting area so I can provide the small group with more direction?
When I send them off to write, what exactly do I envision each child will do during transition from sitting in the meeting area to writing?
Will the students be allowed to sit around the room to write or just at their desks?


Do I have a place to hang anchor charts?
Do I have a particular spot for our class writing materials?  What materials will they need?  Do I want them to use pencil or pen?
Where will the students keep their writing?  At their desk?  In a designated area?
What system will I use to decide who I am conferencing with on what day?
What system will I use to record anecdotal notes?  Tabbed notebook/binder?  Index cards?
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