What can I do to help my child in reading?

1. 
“To learn to read, learners need to read.” 
      
–Frank Smith; Reading Without Nonsense 


Your child needs to be reading, reading, and reading!  They should be reading independently daily for long interrupted stretches of time in a “just right book.”  A “just right book” is a book in which they can read with about 95% accuracy and able to retell what they’ve read with great detail.  

As a parent, please monitor that your child is reading and reading in a book that is “just right” for them.  After they finish, have them tell you what they read.  If they cannot, the text was too difficult.  You can also listen to them read the first few pages.  If they are struggling with accuracy, making 5+ errors while reading on one page, the book is not right for them.

With all this being said, the key component is that they will eventually be able to read these books that are too difficult at this time.  They will just grow into them… maybe in a month, maybe in a semester, maybe a year.

2.
Read to your child.
Choose a chapter book with your child. Chapter books allow your child to practice retaining characters and plot over several days/week.  By reading aloud, you are taking away processing of print from your child, so your child can focus solely on comprehension.



There are so many advantages in reading to your child:

*Children gain familiarity with written language and learn that written language is different than spoken language.

*You model what a fluent reader sounds like.

*Children get to hear stories read aloud that they could not read independently. 

*New vocabulary is acquired.
*Children are exposed to complex story plots, ideas, and topics.

3.
Read with your child.

When children read, they make miscues or mistakes.  Mistakes are a natural part of reading.  For example, a child may read “a” for “the” or “went” for “want.”  When your child is reading to you, resist the temptation to correct all your child’s mistakes.  Instead, ask yourself, “Does the mistake make a change in the meaning?”  If the answer is “no,” ignore the miscue.

There’s more to reading than just “sounding it out.”  To help your child use a variety of strategies to figure out unknown words, use the chart below.  Help your child use it to figure out unknown words.  Remember not to become worried if your child makes a mistake and it does not significantly change the meaning.

“It is difficult to identify an unfamiliar word on the basis of its component letters because of the complexity and unreliability of rules for ‘sounding out.’  Reading directly for meaning, then, becomes the best strategy for reading.”   
–Frank Smith; Reading Without Nonsense
	Observable Reading Behavior
	What To Say To Your Child

	Substitutions 
The child substitutes a word that does not make any sense.

Text: I am home.

Child: I am horse.

****************************************

The child substitutes a word that makes sense, but miscues.

Text: A chef is a very good cook that 
         sometimes invents new things to eat.
Child: A chef is a really good cook that 
         sometimes invents new things to eat.
	-Does that make sense?

-Try that again.
     

**************************************
(As long as meaning is not broken from the substitution, do not stop your child.  
Let them continue.)




	Repetitions
The child repeats the text

Text: A chef is a very good cook that 
         sometimes invents new things to eat.
Child: A chef… A chef is a very good.. A chef 
         is a very good cook that sometimes 
         invents new things to eat.
	-Are you listening to yourself read? 

-Tell me what’s going on in the story.

-Think about what you just told me  
  and try it again.

	Balking 
The child gets to a tricky word and balks.  Then they look to you to give them the answer.

Text: A chef is a very good cook that 
         sometimes invents new things to eat.
Child: A (child stops and looks at you to give 
         them the answer)
	-Why did you stop?

-What could you try?
- Say the first sound of the tricky 
  word, keep reading to the end of the 
  sentence, and then go back and 
  reread it.
-What would look right?

-What would sound right?
-Check it.  Were you right?
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