
Processing Visible and Invisible Information
“When readers process a text, they integrate invisible information with visible information to construct meaning”.
Teaching for Comprehending and Fluency, Fountas and Pinnell

In the Text

Visible Information

• Symbols and signs – letters, 
words

• Print conventions – left to right, 
use of space, layout, font, 
punctuation, italics, and 
boldface

• Text tools – organizational tools 
(headings, table of contents), 
information tools (captions, 
glossary, pronunciation guides)

In the Reader’s Head

Invisible Information

• Language knowledge – 
phonology (sounds), 
vocabulary, syntax (language 
structure), phrases, sentences, 
whole texts, literary language

• Content knowledge – facts, 
concepts, categories

• Personal knowledge – 
emotions, memories, images, 
culture

• Textual knowledge – how texts 
are organized (narrative, 
expository), genre, literary 
elements (characters, setting, 
plot)
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