
Mini Lesson Cheat Sheet

Connection: 30 seconds – 1 minute
Connect to what you’ve been doing in class.  
Yesterday we learned about  _____ , and today we 
are going to learn about ______ . 

Teach: 3 – 8 minutes max
Choose One: model, teacher think aloud, shared 
reading, use students to demonstrate, act it out.
Make an anchor chart as you go along to hang up 
when the lesson is over.

Active Involvement: 5 minutes max
Students turn to their partners to try something out 
orally, practice a strategy for a moment, or plan 
what they might do later. 
Material Options: browsing bag, all have same text, 
interactive read aloud

Link: 30 seconds – 1 minute
Link the lesson to today’s assignment. Today when 
you read ….

Follow-Up: 5 minutes
Gather students together after the hour long 
reading workshop to follow-up on the mini lesson.
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