Tuesday, October 13, 2009
Dear Parents,

The students have been working so hard on their writing and are very close to publication!
Today, your child will be bringing home their piece they have been focusing on and a writer’s checklist.  Have your child take each element and review their story looking through the “lens” of what the checklist is asking. For example: The first one is “Does my story make sense”.  Your child should read their story only focusing on if their story makes sense.  They should do this for each element.  If their story is lacking in one of the areas, ask them, “What can you do as a writer to incorporate this into your story?”  
Thank you so much in advance for coaching your child in writing.  The kids are so proud of their stories and I am of them! (
Holly Nowalk

******************************************************************************
Here are more details about some of the components on the checklist the children have learned (These notes came from our anchor charts that we created in our classroom):

Does my story have a lead?
A lead is the first few sentences in the piece.  It should hook the reader to make them want to read more.  
A lead can have:  
- the main character doing a specific action
- the main character saying or thinking something
- showing the setting to create a mood

Does my story have an exciting ending? 
An ending should stay with the reader long after they’re finished with the piece.  An ending can have:
- important actions

- dialogue

- images

- whole story reminders that make a lasting impression

Is the heart of my story developed?
The part of the story where the readers should pull in to listen – the part that really matters – the heart of the story.  To develop, children should make a movie in their mind, telling the story in a step-by-step way.  Their objective is to invite the reader along in their journey with them making them feel as if they were in the story.
