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Word Study through Word Ladders – Grade 1

What are word ladders?


This book presents you with a set of 75 word study lessons that are called word ladders.  Word ladders are word building or word making activities in which students begin with one word and then make a series of other words by changing one or two or more letters or rearranging the letters of the previous word.  For example, a word ladder might start with the word walk.  Students may then be prompted to make a new word by changing one letter in walk to make a word that “means to say something.”  The word you want students to make, of course, is talk.  Then, the next word to be made will involve some change in talk, and every subsequent word will be based on some change made to its immediate predecessor.  Word ladders can be anywhere from 8 to 12 words in length.   I have added a “trick” or a bit of extra motivation to my word ladders by making the last word made in the lesson connected, in some way, to the first word!


Word ladders are great for building students’ decoding and phonics, spelling, and vocabulary or word meaning, knowledge.  When we ask students to make one word from the previous one they have just made by adding or rearranging letters, we are really asking them to examine closely the sound-symbol relationship that exists in the first word in order to determine what changes need to be made make the second word.  This deep examination of words is just the kind of analysis that all students need to do in order to learn how to decode and spell words accurately.  In addition, when we add a bit of meaning to the word we want students to make (e.g. “make a word that means to say something”) we help solidify and extend students’ understanding of words and concepts.  Both decoding skills and spelling, as well as vocabulary development are key to students’ success in learning to read and write.  Thus, although word ladders are very game-like in nature, they are actually excellent instruction in skills and strategies related to reading and writing.  In just a ten minute word ladder lesson (most lessons are meant to be brief, but filled with active student involvement), students will be actively involved in analyzing the structure and the meaning of many words.  Done on a regular basis, word ladders will go a long way in developing students’ decoding (phonics) skills, vocabulary knowledge, and love of words.

How to do a Word Ladder Lesson?


Word ladders are incredibly easy to implement and quick to do.  All the information you need to do 75 lessons (2-3 per week) is included in this book.  Here are the steps you need to do in order to do a word ladder lesson.

1.  Choose a lesson you wish to do.

2.  Make a copy of the student response sheet for every student in your class.

3.  Give students the first word, have them write it so that one letter goes in each letter box.  (The letter boxes are an aid to the number the letters required for each word.)

4.  For every subsequent word give students various clues that will help them figure out and spell the word.  The clues are in the Teacher’s Guide for each lesson and include:

a.  the changes required in the previous word in order to make the new word -  students may need to change a letter or two, add a letter or two, or subtract a letter or two from the previous word.

b.  clues to the meaning of the word you want them to write, or a sentence that includes the word in a meaningful context.

c.  feel free to add your own clues that you can think of as you go through the words in the lesson with  your students.    Perhaps a recent event in your classroom can act as a clue for a word.

d.  just say the word to the students.  See if they can write the word from a pronunciation of it.

5.  When you come to the final word in the lesson you can either give the meaning clue provided in the teachers guide, or you may tell students how many letters to change and ask them to come up with a word that is somehow related to the first word on the ladder.  Students love being challenged to figure out what that last word will be on their own.

6.  That’s the lesson in a nutshell.  It should take no longer than 10 minutes to do.  Once the lesson is complete you may wish to extend the lesson by having students sort the words into various categories that you may provide them.  Here are some examples of categories into which you may have students sort the words.

a.  word structure – e.g. words that begin or end with a particular letter or sound and those words that don’t begin or end with the particular letter or sound.  Or, words that contain a particular sound and those words that don’t.

b.  grammatical categories – e.g. words that are nouns or that represent things and words that aren’t nouns and don’t represent things.

c.  word meaning – e.g. words that express what person can do or feel and those that don’t.


This additional analysis through categorization is will help students continue to analyze more deeply the words you made and gain even greater control and understanding over them and other words related to them.


I also suggest that from each lesson  you and your students choose some of the most interesting words for permanent placement, practice, and use on the class word wall.  Words on the word wall are practiced regularly and students are invited to use the words in their writing and speech.


That’s all there is to doing word ladder lessons.  They are simple lessons, but the active guidance and challenge you give students in doing these fun lessons, whether as a whole class or small group, will deepen students’ understanding of words – their structure, their meaning, and their use.  Good luck and have fun with words!

Notes/Ideas for formatting up student response sheet that will accompany each lesson


· Each lesson will have a two page spread.  One page will be the student answer/response sheet and the second will be the teacher’s sheet with target words and clues.

· On the student response sheet,  each word to be made will be represented by relatively large (large enough to accommodate a first/second grade student’s letter writing) and empty letter boxes arranged horizontally – so if the answer was the word “cat” there would be 3 empty letter boxes for it.  Gives students a hint as the number of letters required.  The words to be made will be arranged vertically from bottom to top.
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· Lessons should do be  bottom to top to be consistent with previous word ladder books.

· The teacher’s sheet for each lesson will essentially have the information I have provided on the attached sheets – this will include the 

1.  target words.

2.  letter changes required from previous word in order make the target word.

3.  meaning clue for each target word – or a sentence which uses the target word in a meaningful context.

· Each lesson page will have clip art and other design features to make the book and especially the student pages appealing to students.

Grade 1
Recommend that each lesson have 2 sheets:  one with only letter boxes for the kids to write the words (teacher dictates the word and the child writes the word); and a sheet with boxes for the letters, but also the clues typed in next to the word (kids can do these independently, or the teacher can use this as the guide when using the sheet first mentioned above)

Dig to Dirt

Target Word


Letter Changes Required

Clue

	Dig
	Chg 1
	Not small.  Another word for large.

	Big
	Chg 1
	Another word for a sack.  Something used for holding things.

	Bag
	Chg 1
	What you use to hit a baseball.

	Bat
	Chg 1
	A pet that meows.

	Cat
	Chg 1
	An automobile.

	Car
	+ 1
	A small platform with wheels that is used for hauling things.

	Cart
	Chg 1
	To move quickly from place to another.

	Dart
	Chg 1
	Another word for earth.  People dig this.

	Dirt
	Chg 1
	


Dog to Cat

Target Word


Letter Changes Required

Clue

	Dog
	Change 1
	A kind of spot.

	Dot
	Change 1
	Something to cook in.

	Pot
	Change 1
	Another name for soda.

	Pop
	Change 1
	Opposite of bottom.

	Top
	Change 1
	To touch.

	Tap
	Change 1
	“I like to sit on my mom’s ____”

	Lap
	Change 1
	“When we get lost my dad looks at his _____”

	Map
	Change 1
	A kind of hat.

	Cap
	Change 1
	A pet that dogs like to chase.

	Cat
	
	


Big to Small

Target Word


Letter Changes Required

Clue

	Big
	Change 1
	A small amount.

	Bit
	Change 1
	To make something the right size.

	Fit
	Change 1
	The opposite of skinny.

	Fat
	Change 1
	Something worn on the head.

	Hat
	+ 1
	To stop.

	Halt
	Chg 1
	A long passageway.

	Hall
	Change 1
	The opposite of short.

	Tall
	Change 1
	A large building with many stores in it.

	Mall
	+ 1
	The opposite of big.

	Small
	
	


Hen to Chick

Target Word


Letter Changes Required

Clue

	Hen
	Change 1
	A boy’s name that rhymes with hen.

	Ken
	Change 1
	The number after nine.

	Ten
	+ 1
	“I put up a _____ when I go camping.”

	Tent
	Change 1
	“Yesterday we _____ to the store.”

	Went
	Change 1
	“He hit the car and put a _____ in the door.”

	Dent
	- 1
	The home of a fox.

	Den
	Change 1 and + 1
	The floor of a ship.

	Deck
	Change 1 and + 1
	You cash this at the bank for money.

	Check
	Change 1
	A baby chicken.

	Chick
	
	


Jump to Stand

Target Word


Letter Changes Required

Clue

	Jump
	Change 1
	To put air in a tire.

	Pump
	- 1
	A baby dog.

	Pup
	Change 1
	You drink coffee in this.

	Cup
	Change 1
	A hat with a bill.

	Cap
	Change 1
	A soup container made of metal.

	Can
	+ 2
	A sweet treat to eat.

	Candy
	Change 1
	You get all _____ at the beach.”

	Sandy
	-1
	What the beach is made of.

	Sand
	+ 1
	 Opposite of sit

	Stand
	
	


Glass to Cup

Target Word


Letter Changes Required

Clue

	Glass
	- 1
	“A boy is a lad, a girl is a _____.”

	Lass
	Change 1
	Opposite of first.

	Last
	Change 1
	Opposite of found.

	Lost
	Change 1
	“When you write words down a page, you make a _____.”

	List
	Change 1
	Tiny bits of fluffy threads that collect in a clothes dryer.

	Lint
	Change 1
	A unit of measure equal to two cups.

	Pint
	Change 1
	To drop a football and kick it.

	Punt
	- 1
	“When you place something away, you ____ it away.”

	Put
	Change 1
	A baby dog.

	Pup
	Change 1
	What you drink coffee in.

	Cup
	
	


Trash to Can

Target Word


Letter Changes Required

Clue

	Trash
	- 1
	Red bumps on your skin.

	Rash
	+ 1
	“When two cars hit, they _____.”

	Crash
	Change 1
	To be mismatched in color or to fight against another.

	Clash
	- 1
	To tie something tightly.

	Lash
	+ 1
	To make cuts in something.

	Slash
	- 1
	A belt made of cloth.

	Sash
	Change 1
	Money.

	Cash
	Change 1
	What a doctor puts on a broken bone.

	Cast
	- 1
	A small animal that meows.

	Cat
	
	


Sit to Stand

Target Word


Letter Changes Required

Clue

	Sit
	Change 1
	To strike something.

	Hit
	Change 1
	Something you wear on your head.

	Hat
	Change 1
	“Today I have something, yesterday I ____ it.”

	Had
	+ 1
	A part of your body attached to the end of your arm.

	Hand
	+ 1
	Useful. Rhymes with sandy.

	Handy
	Change 1
	A sweet treat.

	Candy
	Change 1
	Covered with sand.

	Sandy
	- 1
	What is found at the beach.

	Sand
	+ 1
	Opposite of sit.

	Stand
	
	


Mom to Dad

Target Word


Letter Changes Required

Clue

	Mom
	Change 1
	Short for Thomas.

	Tom
	Change 1
	Short for Timothy.

	Tim
	Change 1
	Short for James.

	Jim
	Change 1
	Something fruity you put on toast.

	Jam
	Change 1
	A meat that comes from pigs.

	Ham
	Change 1
	A musical sound made with your lips closed.

	Hum
	Change 1
	A lazy person.

	Bum
	Change 1
	Short for Buddy.

	Bud
	Change 1
	Opposite of good,

	Bad
	Change 1
	Opposite of  mom.

	Dad
	
	


Bird to Fish

Target Word


Letter Changes Required

Clue

	Bird
	- 1
	To name a price for an item.

	Bid
	Change 1
	Opposite of good.

	Bad
	Change 1
	A small mammal that flies at night.

	Bat
	+ 1
	“When you sit and wash your body, you take a _____.”

	Bath
	Change 1
	To strike something hard.

	Bash
	Change 1
	Money.

	Cash
	+ 1
	“When two cars hit they have a _____.”

	Crash
	Change 1
	Small red, itchy bumps on your skin.

	Rash
	Change  1
	To run a short distance fast.

	Dash
	Change 1
	You put food on this.  Another name for plate.

	Dish
	Change 1
	An animal that has gills and lives in the water.

	Fish
	
	


Dog to Bark

Target Word


Letter Changes Required

Clue

	Dog
	Change 1
	A cloud that is close to the ground.

	Fog
	+ 1
	An animal that croaks and  jumps.

	Frog
	Change 1
	“Opposite of going to is coming _____.”

	From
	Rearrange letters
	A piece of paper with blank spaces to fill in.

	Form
	Change 1
	A small, long, skinny animal that lives in the dirt.

	Worm
	Change 1
	“When you wear clothes a long time, they become _____ out.”

	Worn
	Change 1
	“When a mother gives birth, a child is _____.”

	Born
	Change 1
	A place where farm animals live.

	Barn
	Change 1
	The sound a dog makes.

	Bark
	
	


Farm to Barn

Target Word


Letter Changes Required

Clue

	Farm
	Change 1
	Not soft.

	Firm
	Change 1
	A printed paper you fill out.  The shape of something.

	Form
	Change 1
	A small animal that lives in the dirt.

	Worm
	Change 1
	Between hot and cold.

	Warm
	- 1
	When two countries fight.

	War
	Change 1
	Automobile.

	Car
	+ 1
	“When you are sick, your mother takes ____ of you.”

	Care
	Change 1
	Not covered.

	Bare
	Change 1
	The building on a farm that animals live in.

	Barn
	
	


Tick to Tock

Target Word


Letter Changes Required

Clue

	Tick
	Change 1
	How you eat a popsicle.

	Lick
	+ 1
	Opposite of rough.  Slippery.

	Slick
	- 1
	Illness.

	Sick
	Change 1
	Something you carry groceries in.

	Sack
	Change 1
	The wire shelf in an oven.

	Rack
	+ 1
	A break or split in something.

	Crack
	Change 1
	What trains ride on?

	Track
	- 1
	A short pin used to hang posters on the wall.

	Tack
	Change 1
	“A clock says tick _____.”

	Tock
	
	


Duck to Bill

Target Word


Letter Changes Required

Clue

	Duck
	Change 1
	Something that happens by chance.

	Luck
	+ 1
	“Someone who has good luck is _____.”

	Lucky
	+ 1
	When someone has courage.

	Plucky
	- 1
	To pull the feathers off a chicken.

	Pluck
	Change 1
	Sound make when water drops into a pool.

	Plunk
	Change 1
	A wooden board.

	Plank
	Change 1
	To swat with your open hand.

	Spank
	- 1
	“When the ship went under water, it ____.”

	Sank
	Change 1
	What you wash your hands in.

	Sink
	Change 1
	Smooth, soft material.

	Silk
	Change 1
	The piece of wood at the bottom of a window.

	Sill
	Change 1
	The mouth of a duck.

	Bill
	
	


Arm to Leg

Target Word


Letter Changes Required

Clue

	Arm
	+ 1
	To hurt someone.

	Harm
	- 1
	Meat that comes from a pig.

	Ham
	Change 1
	Refers to a male person – a man or boy.

	Him
	Change 1
	A musical sound made with the lips closed.

	Hum
	+ 1
	A pal or friend. 

	Chum
	Change 1
	To drink quickly.

	Chug
	_ 1
	To put your arms around someone.

	Hug
	Change 1
	To drag or pull something.

	Lug
	Change 1
	You use this for walking

	Leg
	
	


Start to End

Target Word


Letter Changes Required

Clue

	Start
	- 1
	Small bright dots that shine in the night sky.

	Star
	- 1
	Black sticky substance used to patch roads.

	Tar
	Change 1
	An automobile.

	Car
	+ 1
	A small two–wheeled vehicle for carrying things.

	Cart
	Change 1
	A piece of something.

	Part
	Change 1
	Opposite of the future.

	Past
	Change 1
	How a dog breathes when he is hot.

	Pant
	- 1, change 1
	“Salt ___ pepper.”

	And
	Change 1
	Opposite of begin or start.

	End
	
	


Ill to Sick

Target Word


Letter Changes Required

Clue

	Ill
	+ 1
	A small tablet of medicine that you swallow.

	Pill
	+ 1
	Water overflowing a glass.

	Spill
	Change 1
	A talent.

	Skill
	- 1
	To put to death.

	Kill
	Change 1
	A plaid skirt worn by a Scottish man.

	Kilt
	Change 1
	To tip sideways.

	Tilt
	Change 1
	Very fine dirt.

	Silt
	Change 1
	A fine, soft,  fabric.

	Silk
	Change 1
	Feeling ill.

	Sick
	
	


First to Last

Target Word


Letter Changes Required

Clue

	First
	- 1
	A clenched hand.

	Fist
	Change 1
	Opposite of slow.

	Fast
	Change 1
	The tall pole on a boat that sails hang from.

	Mast
	Change 1
	Opposite of least.

	Most
	Change 1
	Required to do something.

	Must
	Change 1, + 1
	The hard, outside part of bread.

	Crust
	- 1
	The reddish-brown coat that forms on metal left out in the rain.

	Rust
	Change 1
	A strong longing for something.

	Lust
	Change 1
	Opposite of first.

	Last
	
	


Car to Gas

Target Word


Letter Changes Required

Clue

	Car
	Change 1
	An animal that meows.

	Cat
	Change 1
	A small bed.

	Cot
	+ 1
	A young horse.

	Colt
	Change 1
	Opposite of hot.

	Cold
	Change 1
	Shiny yellow metal.

	Gold
	- 1
	Who many religions worship.

A being people think of as most powerful and perfect.

	God
	Change 1
	A lump of something soft and gooey.

	Gob
	Change 1
	To talk a lot 

	Gab
	Change 1
	Fuel for a car.

	Gas
	
	


Us to Them

Target Word


Letter Changes Required

Clue

	Us
	+ 1
	A large vehicle that takes children to school.

	Bus
	Change 1
	“I went to the party, ____my sister did not go.”

Except or on the contrary.

	But
	Change 1
	“I ____ that our team is going to win this game.”

To guess about something.
To make a wager when playing poker.

	Bet
	+ 1
	A girl’s name.

	Beth
	Change 1
	“When you wash your body in a large tub you take a ____.”

	Bath
	- 1
	A small rodent that flies at night.

	Bat
	Change 1
	Something you wear on your head.

	Hat
	Change 1
	Meat that comes from a pig.

	Ham
	Change 1
	The bottom part of a skirt that is sewn under.

	Hem
	+ 1
	A word that refers to a group of people.

	Them
	
	


Farm to Ranch

Target Word


Letter Changes Required

Clue

	Ranch
	Change 2
	A long seat.

	Bench
	Change 1
	A group of people or things.

	Bunch
	Change 1
	The small meal you eat around noon.

	Lunch
	Change 1
	To hit something with your fist.

	Punch
	- 2
	A play on words.

	Pun
	Change 1
	“It is ___ to play games, I enjoy it.”

	Fun
	Change 1
	This blows air to keep the room cool.

	Fan
	Change 1
	Opposite of near.

	Far
	+ 1
	A place where animals and crops are raised.

	Farm
	
	


Fat to Thin

Target Word


Letter Changes Required

Clue

	Fat
	+ 1
	Opposite of slow

	Fast
	Change 1
	Opposite of first.

	Last
	Change 1
	“A boy is a lad and a girl is a ____.”

	Lass
	Change 1
	Opposite of more.

	Less
	Change 1
	 Dirty or untidy.

	Mess
	Change 1
	Not to hit. “Don’t ____ the ball.”

	Miss
	Change 1
	 The sound a tea kettle makes when steam comes out.

	Hiss
	- 1
	“If something belongs to a boy, it is ___.”

	His
	+ 1
	“____ or that.”

	This
	Change 1
	Opposite of fat.

	Thin
	
	


Shirt to Pants

Target Word


Letter Changes Required

Clue

	Shirt
	Change 1
	To not do something that is expected of you.  “Don’t shirk your responsibility to be a good student.”

	Shirk
	Change 1
	A large dangerous fish in the ocean

	Shark
	Change 1
	“You must be careful because a knife is ___.”

	Sharp
	- 1
	A large stringed musical instrument.

	Harp
	Change 1
	A type of fish.

	Carp
	Change 1
	To sleep outdoors in a tent.

	Camp
	- 1
	Something you wear on your head.

	Cap
	Change 1
	An animal that meows.

	Cat
	Change 1
	 A light tap.

	Pat
	+ 1
	How a dog breathes when it is hot.

	Pant
	+ 1
	Clothes that cover your legs.

	Pants
	
	


Toss to Ball

Target Word


Letter Changes Required

Clue

	Toss
	Change 1
	The person in charge

	Boss
	Change 1
	This grows on rocks

	Moss
	Change 1
	Untidy; “My mom said my room was a ___ because my clothes were on the floor.”

	Mess
	Change 1
	A large amount of something.

	Mass
	Change 1
	Part of a boat that supports the sail.

	Mast
	Change 1
	Barley used for brewing beer.  A kind of milkshake.

	Malt
	Change 1
	Opposite of female

	Male
	Change 1
	Shopping plaza

	Mall
	Change 1
	Round object used for throwing or hitting; Basket___ or base___

	Ball
	
	


Tent to Camp

Target Word


Letter Changes Required

Clue

	Tent
	Change 1
	A penny is worth one ____.

	Cent
	Change 1
	Opposite of straight

	Bent
	- 1
	A deal between 2 people: “I __ Johnny that I climb to the top of the monkey bars”  

	Bet
	Change 1
	A creature that flies at night and lives in a cave.

	Bat
	Change 1
	A rodent larger than a mouse

	Rat
	Change 1
	A male sheep

	Ram
	+ 1
	A slope from one level to another.

	Ramp
	Change 1
	You turn this on for light.  “The room was dark, so we turned on a ___.”

	Lamp
	Change 1
	A place with tents; My family loves to ___ in the woods.”  

	Camp
	
	


Job to Work

Target Word


Letter Changes Required

Clue

	Job
	Change 1
	A crowd of people

	Mob
	Change 1
	Corn on the ______.

	Cob
	Change 1
	Another name for a taxi

	Cab
	Change 1
	Another name for an automobile; “My dad drives our ___” 

	Car
	+ 1
	To give affection and love

	Care
	+1 
	To give a fright;  “I screamed and got a ___”  

	Scare
	Change 1
	Points made in a game

	Score
	- 1
	The center of something.   I ate the entire apple except the ___.”  

	Core
	Change 1
	A stopper used in bottles, especially wine bottles.

	Cork
	Change 1
	Another word for a job;  “My dad and mom go to ____ while we are at school.”  

	Work
	
	


Stop to Go

Target Word


Letter Changes Required

Clue

	Stop
	Change 1
	“Our school had two floors, so we had to climb the __s.”  

To walk you must take a __.

To move with your legs and feet.

	Step
	Rearrange the letters
	Dog, cat, fish;  Animals that live in a person’s home ______.

	Pets
	Rearrange the letters
	Someone that bothers you; or another name for an insect: “My little brother can be a ___.”  

	Pest
	Change 1
	Better than good; “I got an A, which was the ___ grade in the class.”  

	Best
	Change 1
	To relax or take a nap; “My mom said we needed to ___ before our big trip.”  

	Rest
	Change 1
	Birds build these from grass and twigs

	Nest
	- 1
	A bag with spaces between the threads;  “We used a __ to catch fish.”  

	Net
	Change 1
	“To express refusal.  My mother told me ____ to get my clothes dirty.”
Used to express refusal. 

	Not
	Chg 1
	If you have something; “I __ an A on my test.”  

	Got
	- 1
	Opposite of stop.  

	Go 
	
	


Shark to Fish

Target Word


Letter Changes Required

Clue

	Shark
	- 1
	To listen.  “_____ the herald angels sing….” 

	Hark
	Change 1
	“We played our baseball game in the ___.”  

A playground or recreational place.

	Park
	Change 1
	“We were leaving on vacation so we had to ___ our suitcases”  To put things away.

	Pack
	Change 1
	“We had to ___ who was going to be on our team.”  To choose

	Pick
	Change 1
	A man’s name.

Short for Richard. 

	Rick
	Change 1
	To take a chance.  The name of a board-game

	Risk
	Change 1
	“A Frisbee is shaped like a ___.”  An object that appears to be flat, thin, and round

	Disk
	Change 1
	Another name for a plate.  Something your dinner is served on.

	Dish
	Change 1
	“We have three ___ in our class aquarium.”  

An aquatic animal that usually has fins and gills.

	Fish
	
	


Front to Back

Target Word


Letter Changes Required

Clue

	Front
	- 2
	A man’s name.  Short for Ronald.

	Ron
	Change 1
	To move or walk quickly

	Run
	+ 1
	Small; “Our puppy was the smallest in the litter, she was the ___.”  

	Runt
	Change 1
	To kick a football.

	Punt
	Change 1
	Type of music.  A young person.

	Punk
	Change 1
	To sink in the past.  Our boat ___ _when it sprung a leak.   

	Sunk
	Change 1
	Beds stacked on-top of each other; “My brother and I share ____ beds.”

	Bunk
	Change 1
	Place where people keep their money; “My dad had to go to the ___ to take out money.”  

	Bank
	Change 1 
	Opposite of front

	Back
	
	


Hot to Dog

Target Word


Letter Changes Required

Clue

	Hot
	Change 1
	A small child

	Tot
	Change 1
	“When we went camping we slept on a ___.” Another word for a small bed.

	Cot
	Change 1
	A piece of land.

We have to park the car in the visitors parking _____.

	Lot
	Change 1
	A round objectd used for cooking.  “My mom cooked spaghetti in a big ___.”

	Pot
	Change 1
	A hole.

	Pit
	Change 1
	“The __ rolled around in the mud.”  

Animal with a snout, is pink, fat, and has a curly tail.

	Pig
	Change 1
	A kind of sweet fruit or the tree from which the fruit comes.

	Fig
	Change 1
	“We could hardly see because of the ___.” Thick mist

	Fog
	Change 1
	“My puppy grew up and is now a ___.”  An animal that barks.

	Dog
	
	


This to That

Target Word


Letter Changes Required

Clue

	This
	- 1
	Something that belongs to a man or boy.

	His
	Change 1
	To strike something.

	Hit
	Change 1
	What you do in a chair.

	Sit
	Change 1
	To take a small drink.

	Sip
	Change 1
	Liquid that comes from a tree.

	Sap
	Change 1
	A knock on a door, or a kind of music.

	Rap
	Change 1
	A big mouse.

	Rat
	Change 1
	Something worn on the head.

	Hat
	+ 1
	“Mom tells me to do this and _____.”  

	That
	
	


Me to You

Target Word


Letter Changes Required

Clue

	Me
	Change 1
	The opposite of she.

	He
	+1
	The opposite of him.

	Her
	Change 1
	A female chicken.

	Hen
	+ 1 
	“First comes breakfast, _____ lunch”.

	Then
	- 1
	The number after nine.

	Ten
	Change 1
	A large amount of weight.

	Ton
	- 1
	Not under but _____.  My dog likes to sleep ____ my bed.

	On
	Change 1
	“You can either eat an apple ___ an orange”.

	Or
	+1
	To belong to us.  “Mrs. Smith  is the teacher of ___ class.”

	Our
	+1
	To belong to you.  “What is the name of _____ school?”

	Your
	- 1
	The opposite of me.

	You
	
	


Bite to Eat

Target Word


Letter Changes Required

Clue

	Bite
	- 1
	A small amount.

	Bit
	Change 1
	To make the right size.

	Fit
	Change 1
	What the batter does to the baseball.

	Hit
	Change 1
	Something worn on the head.

	Hat
	+ 1
	The opposite of love.

	Hate
	Change 1
	Not on time.

	Late
	Change 1
	A force that some believe controls the future.

	Fate
	- 1
	The opposite of thin

	Fat
	Change 1
	To take a bite of food.

	Eat
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